
7th GRADE CAREER EXPO:  Planning for your Future

for the School Divisions of Albemarle, Charlottesville, Fluvanna, Greene & Nelson 

Lesson Plan for Student Preparation in the 7th Grade Career EXPO
Career EXPO Goals:

1. Provide students with the opportunity to explore exhibits related to careers representing the various career families, area colleges and other postsecondary training, and employment options;

2. Students will learn how to access career and educational information;

3. Students will learn the importance of developing work readiness skills;

4. Students will learn the importance of and “how to” of maximizing high school opportunities including volunteer opportunities and preparing for and accessing college and technical programs.

Lesson Objectives:

1. Prepare students in a way that will enable them to maximize EXPO participation (include interactive exhibits etiquette, auditorium etiquette and information-gathering skills);

2. Assess students in terms of the EXPO’s goals.

Materials:
1. Copies of the permission form

2. Career EXPO brochures

3. Pre-test

4. Career Dreams worksheets

5. Classroom set of Newcomb Hall maps

6. Questions for Exhibitors sheets

Procedures (total time 50 min.):
1. Conduct the Career Dreams activity.  (10 min.)  This activity can be extended by having students share their answers before continuing.  Do not collect the Career Dreams worksheets until you have completed #6.
2. Administer and collect the Career EXPO Pre-test.  (5 min.)
3. Using the Career EXPO brochure page by page discuss what it is; when and where it will be held; who the sponsors are; who will be there;  why we are going; and what the students will be doing.  Point out that the Career EXPO is a collaborative effort of school and community resources; supported by our local business community; Piedmont Futures is recruiting presenters and exhibitors and the UVA students are donating their time.  Have students identify the career families are of interest and record their answers on the career dreams worksheet.  Encourage students to target these career families in the Exhibit Area.  (20 min.)
4. Using event maps discuss details of the EXPO day including (10 min.):

· How things will be set up (include info on where your school’s first-aid/meds person will be stationed and the location of restrooms);

· What they need to bring with them (pencils and folders with student notes); what they should leave at school (backpacks); use the bathroom before leaving school;

· Procedures on arrival to the EXPO (where they should go first);

· Procedures for entering and exiting the auditoriums;

· Expectations of student behavior while the presenters are speaking; 
· The purpose and use of the student notes;

· Expectations of student behavior in the interactive Exhibit Area and how to get the most out of the experience (target certain exhibits in the exhibit area, ask questions of the exhibit presenters, take notes);

· Procedures for switching sessions at half-time;

· Procedures for leaving the EXPO.

5. Using the Questions for Exhibitors, have students brainstorm thoughtful opened ended questions to ask Exhibitors about their careers.  For example:

a. What do you do or have done in your career?

b. What do you like about your career?

c. What skills make you successful in your career?

d. What kind of education do I need to have a career like yours?

e. How do I get involved in your volunteer organization?
6.  Collect the Career Dreams worksheets (to file in Career Portfolios). 
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